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Sorbonne 2000 Declaration of the EADTU members

Open and Distance Learning in the European area of Higher Education

Paris, the Sorbonne, the 30th of September 2000

According to their long tradition and experience, EADTU and its members will contribute to the creation of the European area of higher education by promoting cross-border education using methods of open and distance learning. They will enable European citizens to have easy access to high quality education and training provisions throughout Europe. They commit themselves to the lifelong enhancement of competencies of the European citizens and of their employability by offering targeted education and training. 

To meet the specific needs of citizens and regions as well as to strengthen their European and global position, EADTU and its members will conclude agreements to bring into practice the full potential of new electronic learning environments. 

This embraces new targets, such as the virtual mobility of students in education and training, the exchange of ICT based study material between institutions, the joint development of ICT based courses and programs, the organisation of transnational seminars and intensive programs. Where appropriate these targets will be realised in combination with physical mobility or traditional methods. They will increase the quality of European higher education, benefiting from mutual strengths and expertise of different institutions and from new types of interactivity and flexibility.

EADTU and its members will also develop joint research and development in order to optimise transnational open and distance learning according to technical and educational standards and to open the national borders for joint European initiatives.

EADTU and its members welcome the initiative in many European countries to shape e-universities or digital universities based on strong educational principles and severe quality criteria. They will strengthen the employability and the cultural enhancement of the citizens, including disadvantaged groups. 

They appreciate the policy of the European Commission and the European Parliament to support e-Learning and to enable students and institutions to find valid information about the European offer of e-learning courses and curricula, using ECTS for credit transfer. They will also elaborate and implement institutional university strategies to make these policies successful. 

Therefore, the EADTU and its members express their full commitment and support to the concept of the European Council of Ministers of Education and the European Rectors as expressed in the Sorbonne and Bologna Declaration (resp. 1998, 1999), creating a European area of higher education especially in the perspective of lifelong learning. They underline the need for valuing Open and Distance Learning as one of the strong instruments to realise that European area during the Conference of Prague (2001), also referring to the e-Learning agreement by the European Council Summit in Lisbon. 

They appreciate the support of the European Commission and will work closely with the Commission in its endeavours to exploit the strengths of e-learning, to ensure the attainment of high quality criteria and to facilitate cross-border access to it, not only within the European Union, but also in the enlargement countries and in the Euro-Mediterranean area.

Paris, 30 November 2000, during the French Presidency

Members of the European Association of Distance Teaching Universities are:

Austria

ZFUL

Zentrum für Fernstudien der Johannes Kepler Universität Linz

Belgium

STOHO

Stuurgroep Open Hoger Onderwijs


Denmark

DAOU

Danish Association of Open Universities

Finland 

FADE

Finnish Association for Distance Education

France

CNED

Centre National d’Enseignement à 

Distance

FIED

Fédération Interuniversitaire de l’Enseignement à Distance

Germany

DIFF

Deutsches Institut für Fernstudienforschung

FernUni

Fernuniversität Hagen

Ireland

OSCAIL

National Distance Education Centre

Italy

NETTUNO

Network Per L’Universita Ovunque

The Netherlands

OUNL

Open Universiteit Nederland

Norway

NADE

Norwegian Association for Distance Education

SOFF

Norwegian Executive Board for Distance Education at University and College Level

Portugal

Univ. Aberta

Universidade Aberta

Spain

UNED

Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia

Sweden

SADE

Swedish Association for Distance Education

Switzerland

ZUF

Zentrum für universitäre Fernstudienen

United Kingdom

OLF

Open Learning Foundation

UKOU

The Open University

Bulgaria

NCDE

National centre for Distance Education

Czech republic

ČADUV

Czech Association of Distance Teaching Universities
Estonia

EADE

Estonian Association of Distance Education

Hungary

NCDE

National council for Distance Education

Slovakia

NCDE

National Centre for Distance Education

Slovenia

SNCP for DE

Slovene National Contact point for Distance Education

EADTU-Sharing Expertise


