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 NEWSLETTER, December 2009 

Brenda Gourley granted an honorary doctorate by Open Universiteit Nederland 

 MEMBERS NEWS 

Congratulations to Brenda Gourley who received an honorary doctorate from Fred 
Mulder, rector of the Open Universiteit Nederland on behalf of the OUNL.  
The doctorate was granted during the 25

th
 anniversary of the OUNL in Brussels.   

 
Brenda Gourley was the previous vice-chancellor of the Open University of the United 
Kingdom. Before working for the OUUK, she was the vice-chancellor of the University of 
Natal (South Africa) for eight years. She was the first woman in South Africa appointed to 
such a high position. In the UK she was recently elected as the most inspiring woman in 
the ‘Women in Public Life Awards’.  
 
Brenda Gourley was granted the honorary doctorate for being such a persistent and 
inspiring example for those all over the world who want to study. Click here for Brenda 
Gourly’s speech.  

Open University on iTunes U hits 10 million downloads 

The 10 millionth Open University track on iTunes U was downloaded in November, making 
the OU a top provider of free university content on iTunes. The OU launched a first piece of 
educational content on iTunes U in June 2008. Read more. 

 EUROPEAN NEWS 

 EADTU NEWS 

 FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 

Outcome ICDE SCOP 2009, organised by the UOC 
Distance, virtual and continuing education has to use the economic and financial crisis as 
an opportunity to demand that institutions offering such education gain a more important 
role in the higher education system. Read more on the web sites of ICDE and UOC. 

Call for proposals 2010: Lifelong Learning Programme 
The Lifelong Learning Programme applies to all types and levels of education and 
vocational education and training. Applicants must be established in one of the following 
countries: the 27 Member States of the European Union, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 
Turkey. Read more. 

Call for papers: Technology Enhanced Learning against social exclusion  
This special issue of eLearning Papers will examine how Technology Enhanced Learning 
(TEL) can help individuals and institutions to fight against poverty and social exclusion. 
Deadline is 26 January 2010. Read more. 

Dutch Conference on European Education Programmes 

EADTU Opening Conference Keynote ICL 2009, Villach 

On 23-25 September last, the International 2009 ICL Conference on Interactive Computer 
Aided Learning, took place. This exiting conference exchanged relevant trends and 
research results as well as practical experiences in the field. Read more. 

New publication:  Cross Border Virtual Entrepreneurship  
CBVE is European funded research on flexible modality Entrepreneurship Education and 
Training. This publication is about ‘Learn how to flexibilise education and training’. Click 
here for more information.   

EADTUôs new president  

We are pleased to announce that from 1 January 2010 Carlos Reis (Rector Universidade 
Aberta) will be president of EADTU. He was elected during previous board meeting in 
Barcelona. Click here for photos made during the board meeting. 

MODERN Conference óFundingô, 29 January 2010, London (UK) 

Modern conference on funding and the survey on ‘Training needs for leadership and 
management professions in Europe Higher Education Institutions’. Read more.  

Going Global, 24- 26 March 2010, London (UK) 
The conference theme is ‘World potential: making education meet the challenge’. For more 
information on conference themes  please visit the web site. 

EISTA 2010, 29 June - 2 July 2010, Orlando (USA) 
This 8th International Conference is all about Education and Information Systems, 
Technologies and Applications. Read more.  

eLearning Africa 2010, 26-28 May, 2010, Lusaka (Zambia) 
This annual conference is the key networking venue for practitioners and professionals 
from Africa and all over the world. Read more.

Project meeting EPICS for Virtual Erasmus 

The project team gathered in Newcastle (OUUK) the 19-21
st
 of October for the third 

meeting which was fully dedicated to the finalisation of the Virtual Erasmus portal (EPICS) 
blueprint. Read more.  

E-xcellence Final Phase  
The E-xcellence+ project has entered its final phase. We can look back on a series of high 
impact local sessions with involvement of some fifty higher education institutions and 
twenty accreditation and assessment bodies. Read more. 

 If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter, please click here. 

Queenôs Anniversary Prize for TESSA 

The Open University is one of the winners of the prestigious Queen’s Anniversary Prizes for 
Higher and Further Education. The Open University’s winning entry was the ground-
breaking Teaching Education in Sub-Saharan Africa Programme. Read more. 

Project meeting University Strategies on Business Models for LLL 

Lifelong learning is for many universities a part of their mission, but not an integral part of 
their action plan. EADTU is leading a consortium of universities that are operating in lifelong 
learning schemes. Read more. 

Green Paper óPromoting the learning mobility of young peopleô 
The EC asked us to comment on the Green paper. The EADTU is convinced that virtual 
mobility should become integral part of the Erasmus Mobility Programme of the European 
Commission to make mobility happen in any higher education curriculum. Read more.  

International ICE Conference on Education, 8-10 July 2010, Samos (Greece)  
This conference will provide a forum for scientific debate and constructive interaction in a 
multi cultural social environment, and a platform for scientists, teachers and researchers to 
present their work and discuss the challenges worldwide known in education. Read more. 

Seasonôs greetings 

The EADTU staff wishes you a merry Christmas and all the best for 2010. We would like to 
thank our members for their efforts and participation in EADTU. Please note that the EADTU 
office is closed from 23 December until 4 January 2010 due to the holidays.  

EDEN annual conference, 9-12 June, Valencia (Spain) 
This annual conference is about Media Inspirations for Learning: what makes the impact? 
Read more. 

ACA annual conference, 16-18 May, Cordoba (Spain) 
This conference is about ‘Brains on the move. Gains and losses from student mobility and 
academic migration’. Read more.  

New EADTU members 

We warmly welcome our latest new members: The Open University of Cyprus (full member) 
and the Open University of Israel (associate member). We are looking forward to a fruitful 
collaboration. 

EADTUôs annual conference 2010 in Zermatt, Switzerland 

The preparations of the next EADTU’s annual conference about ‘Strategies and business 
models for lifelong learning’ have started! Visit our website for more information. We hope to 
welcome you in Zermatt! 

Virtual Library Task Force to be led by the UOC 
This new project forms part of the process to strengthen the role of virtual libraries in 
distance university teaching in the European Higher Education Area. The UOC Library 
proposed the initiative. Read more. 

European Task Force on Virtual Education Centres to be led by UNED 
The current need within Europe for professional development and educational services 
outside of the traditional academic face-to-face educational context obviously potentiates 
the role of distance universities. Read more about the task force VEC.  

Mrs. Hélène Clark, Director DG EAC Policies and Programme, kicked-off the Dutch 
Conference on European Education Programmes ‘Internationalisering werkt! The EADTU 
chaired a dedicated ‘Workshop on ICT’ in this Conference. Read more.    
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